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1 . MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL AEFAIRS CALLED 
ON DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY RICHARD SYKES, FCO, AND, AS 
INSTRUCTED REFTEL, DELIVERED NOTE PROTESTING RESTRICTIVE 
OPERATING PERMITS THAT DEPT. OE TRADE HAS ISSUED SEA- 
BOARD. MINECONCOM STRESSED FACT THAT SEABOARD HAD BEEN 
ALLOWED BY BRITISH AERONAUTICAL AUTHORITIES TO OPERATE 
MORE FLEXIBLE ROUTING PATTERN FOR EIGHT YEARS AND NOTED 
THAT UK HIGH COURT JUDGE HAD HANDED DOWN A DECISION 
WHICH REAFFIRMED THE VIEW THAT USG AND SEABOARD HAVE 
ALWAYS HELD AND WHICH DEPT. OF TRADE EVIDENTLY HELD FOR 
EIGHT- YEAR PERIOD, NAMELY THAT BILATERAL AGREEMENT AND 
SUBSEQUENT UNDERSTANDINGS AUTHORIZED FLEXIBLE ROUTING. 

2. SYKES, WHO IS NEW IN HIS POSITION HAVING RECENTLY 
RETURNED FROM POSTING AS DCM UK EMBASSY WASHINGTON, PRO- 
FESSED TO BE INCOMPLETELY INFORMED ON SUBSTANCE OF ISSUE 
BUT SAID FCO WOULD GIVE OUR NOTE AND REPRESENTATIONS 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATION ALTHOUGH HE THOUGHT U.S. SHOULD 
CONTINUE TO DISCUSS PROBLEM WITH DEPT. OF TRADE OFFICIALS 
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